HAVANA NORTHSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOOL HISTORY

CHAPTER 27

1988-89

     On August 18, 1988, the Gladiator family meet to launch the new school year after a county-wide staff meeting in Quincy.  Our staff at Havana Northside was smaller this school term because the eighth grade had been moved to the Middle School.  Several teachers had been transferred because of this move.  By the end of the fourth week of school, our staff was stabilized with the following personnel:

Mrs. Bettie McGill

Mrs. Jessie Ector

Mr. Harold Towne

Mr. Jewell Howard

Mrs. Lillie Stokes

Ms. Sandra Williams

Mr. Frederick Wallace
Mrs. Linda Lee

Mrs. Lelia Williams

Mrs. Norma Campbell
Ms. Jacqueline Ruiz

Mrs. Catherine James

Mr. Ira Galvin


Ms. Mildred Franklin

Mr. Roger Slaughter

Ms. Teresita Calhoun

Mr. Del Williams

Mrs. Peggy Outlaw

Mr. Lawrence Pierson

Mr. Randolph Bush

Mrs. Katie Clements

Mr. Wilbert Washington
LTC Gerald Cross

Mr. Anthonio Hobbs

Mr. Johnny Lockett

Mr. Chalmus Thomas

Mrs. Ernestine Richardson

SGT Maurice Bradford
Mr. Edward Inge

     Administration:  Mrs. Nettie Black, Mrs. Robert Green and Mr. John A. Williams

     On October 12, 1988, a new position was added  --  Dean of Students.  Mr. N. Cunningham was hired for our first Dean.

     Facilities wise, our hill parking lot had been resurfaced and marked.  The Student Council made plans for revising parking rules to include parking permits.  The old science lab portable had been removed and early in the year, room 8 was renovated to provide office space for a Dean of Students and a Full Time Resource Officer.

     We began the year with 424 students.

CLASS ORGANIZATION

SENIOR CLASS


President:  LaTonia Dickens


Vice-President:  Willie Perry


Secretary:  Sabrina Butler


Asst. Secretary:  Breanna Brown


Treasurer:  Cedric Chandler


Bus. Manager  --  Michael Price


Reporter  --  Tangela Henderson and Christa Ray


SGT at Arms  --  Theodia President and Freddie Simmons

     Sponsors are Mrs. James, Ms. Franklin, and Mr. Galvin


Mr. and Miss Senior  --  Terry Dawkins and Angela Henderson

JUNIOR CLASS


President:  Douglas Enzor


Vice President:  Maurice McCray

`
Secretary:  Angela Ford


Asst. Secretary:  Dana Lamb


Treasurer:  Kendrick Williams


Reporter:  LaTasha Byrd

     Sponsors:  Mrs. Norma Campbell, Mrs. Jacquelyn Ruiz, and Mrs. Lelia Williams

SOPHOMORE CLASS


President:  Acquinonette Bryant


Vice-President:  Matthew Bryant


Secretary:  Beverly Maddox


Treasurer:  Denessa Hatcher


SGT At Arms:  Stevenson Johnson and Charles Oliver

     Sponsors:  Mrs. Stokes, Ms. S. Williams, Mr. Hobbs, and Ms. Lee.

     Class Colors:  Pink and White 

FRESHMAN CLASS


President:  Quinton Andrews


Vice-President:  Sidney Conyers


Secretary:  Shiquita Kelly


Asst. Secretary:  Harmlin Smith


Treasurer:  Jermaine Jackson


Reporter:  Sonya Brown


Historian:  Natalia Hinson


SGT At Arms:  Temika Vickers


Parliamentarian:  Dimetrice Salters

     Sponsors:  Mrs. McGill, Mrs. Ector, Mr. Inge, Mr. Towne and Ms. Calhoun

     Class Colors:  Baby Blue and White

CLUBS

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Officers:


President:  Sonya Mickens


Vice-President:  Sabrina Vickers


Secretary:  Angela Henderson


Asst. Secretary:  Tangela Henderson


Treasurer:  Cedric Chandler


Reporter:  Christa Ray


Historian:  Patrina Perry


Parliamentarian:  Rontrill Swain

Sponsors:  Mrs. Nettie Black, Mrs. Jessie Ector and Mr. Del A. Williams

     NHS had 14 members and selected Dyronea Derico as their club Queen for Homecoming.  

     In December, members of the NHS visited the Gadsden Nursing Home and presented greeting cards to the residents there.  They also donated a Christmas Basket to a needy family.

     On March 3, 1989, the NHS held their induction ceremony where two members were inducted -- Acquinonette Bryant and Antonio Lee.

FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA

Officers:


President:  Teresa Brown


Vice-President:  Leslie Robinson


Secretary:  Christa Ray


Asst. Secretary:  Sharhonda Brown


Treasurer:  Dyronea Derico


Reporter:  Tanya Smith

There were 28 active members.  Miss FHA was Chiqueata Harris.  Sponsor:  Mrs. Norma J. Campbell

     In September Theresa Brown, Shanda Williams and Lisa Ealey attended the district FHA meeting at Jefferson County High School.

     Member of FHA attended the district meeting in Madison County where the theme was “Targets! Solving Tomorrow’s mystery today.”     At the meeting, ShaRhonda Brown was named the winner of the program cover contest.  

     During November, the FHA raffled off a turkey and held a can goods drive for the needy.

BLACK HISTORY AWARENESS CLUB

     Officers:


President:  Breanna Brown


Vice-President:  Roland Lamb


Secretary:  Sonya Mickens


Asst. Secretary:  Christa Ray


Treasurer:  Tangela Henderson


Reporter:  Angela Henderson and Ethel Richardson

     In February, this club along with the Music Department, FBLA, and others presented a Black History Assembly Program.

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA

     This club, sponsored by Mrs. Clements was very active during the 1988-89 school year.  

     Officers:


President:  Elizabeth Ashley


Vice-President:  Roland Lamb


Secretary:  Katrina Derico


Treasurer:  Kendra Hatcher


Parliamentarian:  Latasha Byrd


Reporter:  Christa Ray


SGT at Arms:  Veleka Bryant

     In the fall, this club had 26 members and elected Miss Acquiononette Bryant as their Queen.

     In November, members attended the Second Annual Big Bend Day at the School of Business at FAMU.  They collected non-perishable items to give to a needy family around Christmas time.

NATIONAL JUNIOR BETA CLUB

     This club, also sponsored by Mrs. Clements had six members during the school term with the following officers:


President:  Jermaine Jackson


Vice-President:  Tamaria Jackson


Secretary:  TiSharkie Allen


Treasurer:  Kendra Hatcher

     This club donated decorative and much appreciated lawn furniture to the school this year.  This was a much needed and thoughtful gift.

OTHER CLUBS

     Hostess and Host Club, sponsored by Ms. Sandra Williams with Rebecca Hightower as President, Rockell Albert as Vice-President, Shonda Bush as Secretary and Felicia Williams as Treasurer.  This service club had 30 members.

     The Activities, sponsored by Ms. Lee, had 20 members with Michelle Weston as President.

     Mr. Wallace sponsored a chapter of SADD at Havana Northside.  It had 29 members with the following officers:


President:  Monica Clayton


Vice-President:  Mary Williams


Treasurer:  Nichole Hackley


SGT at Arms:  David Washington

SPECIAL EVENTS


MISS HAVANA NORTHSIDE HIGH SCHOOL PAGEANT

     Early in October, The Coronation Committee, chaired  by Mrs. Norma Campbell, made plans for this year’s pageant.  Through homeroom balloting, the following young ladies were nominated for contestants:

12th Grade:

11th Grade:

10th Grade:

ShaRonda Brown
Veleka Bryant

Antionette Bryant

Chantell Chandler
LaTasha Byrd

Yvonne Parker

Sonya Mickens
Susan Caldwell
Shawanna Lamb

Sherene Thomas
Veronica Johnson
Ebony Williams

Felecia Williams
Debra Morris

     The pageant took place on October 14, 1988 at 8:00 PM in the gymnasium.  The judges, who were selected from local communities, used a point system to determine the following winners:


Chantell Chandler:  Miss HNHS


LaTasha Byrd:  First Attendant


Yvonne Parker:  Second Attendant

HOMECOMING EVENTS

     The Student Council coordinated Homecoming around our football game with Aucilla Warriors the last weekend in October.  The theme was “Ain’t No Half-Steppin’” and the “Days of Homecoming Week” were:


Monday:  Blue Day (jeans, white shirts, tennis shoes)


Tuesday:  Class Colors Day


Wednesday:  College Logo Day


Thursday:  Reverse dress Day


Friday:  Gold and Brown Day

     Homerooms joined in a door decoration contest with the following winners:


10-1 (Stokes):  First place


11-1 (Williams, L.):  Second place


9-1 (McGill):  Third place

     The following young ladies were contestants in the Miss Homecoming Contest:


Breanne Brown

DeShantia Brown

Sabrina Butler


LaTonya Dickens

Nichole Hackley

Chiquita Harris


Tangela Henderson

Rolando Lamb


Leslie Robinson


Vivian Williams

     The Finalists were:


DeShanita Brown

LaTonya Dickens

Tangela Henderson


Sabrina Butler selected as Miss Gold and Nichole Hackley selected as Miss Brown.

     The Homecoming Queen was crowned at Half-time activities:


Queen:  LaTonia Dickens


First Attendant:  DeShantia Brown


Second Attendant:  Tangela Henderson

DRUG ABUSE ASSEMBLY

     On November 14th, students from FSU held a forum type program on drug abuse in the gym.  The primary reason for this program was to make students aware that drug abuse is a serious problem with which we must all reckon.  Karen Atkins, Paul Moore, Kelvin Smith, and Michael Polite were the FSU students/athletes who presented the program.  

HAVANA NORTHSIDE BRAIN BRAWL TEAM


Henderson, Angela

Morris, Robert


Buffington, Anthony

Henderson, Tangela


Mickens, Sonya

Lee, Antonio

     These students participated in the Gadsden County Academic Tournament on February 7 at Chattahoochee High School.

SCIENCE FAIR

     On February 8, 1989, the Science Department held its annual Science Fair in the Media Center.  With over 39 entries the fair was judged a success.  The following received first place in the stated categories:


Biochemistry:  Acquinonette Bryant


Chemistry:  ShaRonda Brown


Microbiology:  Antonio Lee


Botany:  Willie Perry


Behavioral:  Sidney Conyers


Earth Science:  Felecia Williams

SCHOOL VOLUNTEER WEEK

     The week of February 13th was School Volunteer Week with Mrs. Black as the school coordinator.  Our school recognized 23 students who give their time daily/weekly to help the school staff.  Awards, ribbons, special valentines, and many thanks were given to these students during this week.

     On May 11th, our School Volunteers were treated to a picnic at Niagara Wires in Quincy, Florida.  Twenty-four students from HNHS attended this special event.

THE RETURN OF THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER

     After 15 years of absenteeism, The Gladiator Spear returned to publication this school term.  Under the direction of Mrs. Outlaw, the newspaper was published monthly starting in November.  The staff included the following reporters:


Tangela Henderson, Sr. Editor
LaTasha Byrd, Jr. Editor


Acquinonette Bryant


Tony Buffington


Yakita Burns



Clemente Campbell


Katrina Derico



Angela Henderson


Angela Ford



Angela Holman


Maurice McCray


Betty Maxwell


Christa Ray



Tanya Smith


Beatrice Stroud

DECLAMATION CONTEST

     Congratulations to Shannon Dickens and Roy Dawkins who participated in the County Declamation Contest at Shanks High and placed in the top three of their categories.  Shannon won first place in the Prepared-Serious and Roy placed third in the Original-Serious.  Congratulations also to Pierre Rittman who tied with Shannon on the school level for first place.  The judges chose to send Shannon to the County contest, but they will both be treated as first place winners at HNHS.  Chantell Chandler and Latasha Byrd were second place winners in our school contest.

MAY DAY, MAY 2

     The annual May Day celebration was held in the school gym on May 2 under the leadership of Mrs. Richardson and with the cooperation of everyone else!  Homeroom collected over $1,000.00 this year and the winner was 9-1’s representative, Miss Sonveria Knight.  Runners up were Caressa Andrews, 9-2 and Angela Ford, 11-1.

DR. LASALLE LEFFALL COMES HOME

     On April 28, all Juniors and Seniors from HNHS and other county schools traveled to Quincy to hear Dr. Leffall.  This native Gadsdenite was returning to his hometown to be honored for his many accomplishments in the field the Medicine.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT DAY

     Under the Guidance of the student council and its President, Angela Henderson and Sponsor, Mrs. James; Student Government Day was held on May 18th.  The students selected Christa Ray as Principal and Sean Wood, Assistant Principal.  As the Seniors took over the teacher’s positions, they gained some experience in leadership and tolerance.  This activity served as a “kick-off” event for the end-of-the year schedule for the Seniors.  It was also held in conjunction with Teacher’s Appreciation Week.  On that same day, our principal, Mr. Williams, provided lunch for his staff.

SECOND ANNUAL LAW WEEK ASSEMBLY

     On May 3, 1989, the Social Studies Department and the school resource officer, Deputy James Kenon, sponsored the second annual, “Law Week” assembly at Havana Northside High School.  Present were the ninth grade classes, in conjunction with their civics classes, and the students enrolled in Mr. Galvin’s law studies class.  Guest speakers for the program were Officer Kenon along with deputies Parker and Rials of the Gadsden County Sheriffs Department.  Representing the Havana Police Department were officers Larry Litton and Allen Cyzon.

     The program began with Officer Rials putting on a demonstration of the abilities of Gadsden County’s only trained police dog, “Bear.”  The officer began by explaining Bear’s abilities.  He then demonstrated Bear’s training by staging a mock arrest, assisted by Officer Cyson.  Once the arrest had been made several students were allowed to go on stage and pet the pure bred German Shepard.

     Officers Litton and Kenon then held a question and answer session.  Most of the questions dealt with the issue of drugs and drug abuse.  The officers pasted around examples of simulated drugs to demonstrate how they are packaged for sale.  Officer Parker presented a slide show on the latest drug problems, “crack cocaine.”  The tape accompanying the slides went to great lengths to explain how addictive crack is to users.

     As the assembly ended the students were allowed to file by a table covered with actual evidence confiscated in various arrests.

     The assembly program was a great success.  The reaction of the students was very positive.  Several compliments from other teachers who were present were heard.  The main reason for the great success was the presence of Bear.  He got the audience’s attention and it never seemed to lag.

AWARDS DAY

     On May 16, the Business Education Department held their separate Awards Program in the school gym under the direction of Ms. Katie Clements.

     On June 5, the school wide Awards Day Program was held under the guidance of Mr. Bush.  Students who excelled in academic areas and sports were recognized.

SENIOR ACTIVITIES

     Junior/Senior Retreat was held May 25, 1989 at River Bluff State Park, Tallahassee.

     On May 19th, Seniors attended Grad Nite at Walt Disney World in Orlando

     From May 29th to June 3rd Seniors toured Washington, D.C., Williamsburg, and Jamestown, VA.  This was the first time in the history of the school that a group had this long of a tour.


MR. WILLIAMS RETIRES AT THE END OF THE ‘88-’89 SCHOOL TERM

His Farewell address

     With John A. Williams, Sr. will march the accumulated memories of twelve year in the classroom and twenty-six year in the office as administrator -- years filled with laughter and with tears; with comfort and with hardship; with pleasure and with pain.

     Whether during my tenure as teacher at Chiefland Jr. High, Pine Park Elementary School; Business Education’s teacher at Northside High School; Principal of Midway Elementary, or Principal of Havana Northside High School, I hope the people associated with me benefited from my drive, may energy, my sense of humor, my intelligence, my insight... and my love.

     My deep personal commitment to education has been reflected in the tireless quest for excellence and the hours of time spent in the school, working alongside teachers, parents and students, determining needs, constantly striving for the best for all students.

     I have handled a plethora of situations, some of them extremely delicate and volatile, with discretion, tact, compassion and competence.  I handled my responsibilities with efficiency and expertise that helped build HNHS into one the finest schools in the state.

     With the faculty, I met situations with an enthusiasm, a concern, energy, and a positive attitude that could not help but influence the situation and aid in bringing out the best in everyone.  I have always been a person that they could trust; a person to whom they could always go and find a willing listener with a receptive ear; and a person who could be counted on to offer help in each and every case.  I accepted nothing less than the best from those who worked with me.  A hallmark of my life is that I drove myself harder than those around me.

     I feel good leaving because I have put in hours and hours of work perfecting my skills in order that I might be the best I could be to help those who needed my help.  The students were my primary concern.  First, last and always -- the students.  With all the demands upon my time, I always had time for the students.  I never lost contact with the students.  To my students, I always tried to be there; was always willing to listen; became involved with their lives; attended their sporting events; their plays, their concerts, and even their social events.  I tried to show that I cared about them.

     I fought for the students of HNHS, striving against all odds to bring learning into their lives.  I fought for HNHS, striving always to improve and shape it into the finest it was capable of becoming.  The achievement at HNHS is living proof that I tried.  We have had graduates to distinguish themselves in many professions and become functioning members of their communities.  If I believed what I was doing was right for HNHS family, I would stand up to any pressure group and fight.  My life has been devoted to serving the youth of Havana, Florida, with honor, truth, dedication and efficiency.  I just did my job.  But just “doing my job” many lives around me have been made richer and fuller.

     I think I have been successful as a principal because I didn’t try to please everyone.  Rather, I worked consistently and unceasingly to do what I knew was best for the education of the children of HNHS.  With their interests paramount in my mind, I set about to perform the duties of a principal.  I have not always been popular; my job has not been showered with glory, but I have always been devoted and shown care and concern.  I owe my success to my being able to see each situation as a challenge and with the faculty rising to meet the challenge.

     I have been very fortune to have had a very dedicated faculty and staff to work with each year.  Thanks gang! Thank you for lessening the pressures of my tenure of service, replenishing my energies by your vitality and great enthusiasm, and your extreme dedication and outstanding professionalism.  Thank you for your smiles; thank you for your efficiency; thank you for those times when the most difficult of situations were solved because of your expertise and depth of understanding; thank you for caring; thank you for always “being there.”  Thanks gang for being you.

     I hope to be remembered as a man of honor and principle who saw a need and did not shirk from my responsibilities in filling that need; a man who worked tirelessly and long to help produce the best education for the children of the town of Havana; a man who has stood up for my principles time and again in the fact of heavy opposition.

     I also hope to be remembered for my love -- love for the children I served, love for the ideals and goals of the profession, love for those who have served with me, and a love for life which has manifested itself in a brilliant career which has spanned thirty-eight years.

     Even though I will no longer be working with the family at HNHS, you can rest assured that I will never stop being vitally interested in your continued improvement in education.  The only real change in my life will be a shirt in emphasis.  Instead of concentrating on the education of others, I will pursue those quests that have been waiting patiently on the back burner.

     My leisure will, I think, merely be an extension of my career.  The search for knowledge, the joy of growth, and discovery -- those goals have always been, and always will be, my primary concern.  Therefore, I will work for the betterment of children in my community while on R & R.

Havana Northside High School Gladiator Family said good-bye to Mr. Williams in style.  The first activity was an assembly program in his honor held on June 6th in the school gym.

     The HNHS staff gave Mr. Williams a “farewell” party on June 13th at Mrs. Outlaw’s house.

     Finally, on June 16th at the Round Holiday Inn in Tallahassee, a Retirement Banquet was given in his honor.
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