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CHAPTER 23

1984 - 85

     It’s Monday, late summer, August 27, 1984.  The weather is hot and humid-typical for our area at this time of the year.  Two or three cars are parked in the school bus’ loading zone of the school’s parking lot.  In those cars are teachers waiting for a special annual event.  Suddenly from around a corner, huge yellow and black “space” vehicles, bulging from over crowdedness begin to approach the curb.  Immediately, the teachers begin to scurry for positions near the doors of these vehicles, which at any minute now, will discharge their cargo.  The doors open, the contents begin to emerge.  Hundreds of boys and girls, with eager eyes, “happy hearts,’ inquiring minds and new clothes leap upon the campus.

     What is this exciting event?  It is the first day of the 1984-85 school term - a beginning for some, a continuation for others, a challenge for some and a headache for most.

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

A.  Legislative Changes
     Due to various changes in the state statutes, the 1984-85 school year was a great deal different from school years in the past.  State legislators saw fit to require more time in school, in the classroom, and more courses for graduation.

     Here at Havana Northside High School, we hoped to initiate a seven period school day, which would enable certain students to earn an extra credit needed to fulfill the numbers requirement for graduation in 1987.  The results of this experiment were mixed; some favoring it, with others feeling that is left something to be desired.

     The Master Teachers, Plan another brain child of the 1984 legislature, was to reward a very special group of teachers who performed far beyond the daily rigors of a regular school day.  Several of our well-deserving teachers opted to participate in this program.  At year’s end the Master Teacher Plan was still just a plan.  Action is pending.

______________________________________

______________________________________

B.   Faculty and Staff
     Joining our faculty and staff for the first time were:  Ms. Wanda Forehand, Mathematics; Mrs. Sara Martin and Mr. Lawrence Pierson, Language Arts; Mr. Jewell Howard, Special Education; Mr. Roger Slaughter, Physical Education and Computer Literacy; and Mrs. Lelia Caldwell Williams, Teacher’s Aide.

________________________________________

________________________________________
C.   Facilities
     With its walls covered with two new coats of gold and brown paint, the “old cafetorium” was transformed into a “new cafetorium”.  An entirely different decor greeted the students when they returned in August.  New booths and colorful tables arrayed in the modern style brightened the lunch hour and enhanced the already well prepared delicacies served daily.  A special section of the cafeteria was reserved for seniors.

     With the advent of the computer age came a need for computer facilities.  A computer classroom was set up for the first time with a full-time instructor.

     Mr. Robert Green, the Assistant Principal, was fortunate in getting a new air-conditioned office on the south hall.  His vacated office was made into the main computer room.  Havana Northside became a part of the statewide hook-up with Dade County.  The computer is presently being used for computing student grades and student information.  Its uses will be expanded next school year.

__________________________________

__________________________________
D.  Student Activities
     The Induction Ceremonies for the National Honor Society and the Junior Beta Club were held on March 25, 1985 in the school’s gymnasium.  The following students were inducted into the National Honor Society on that day:  Beatrice Cunningham, Kelton Davis, Jacqueline McGill, LaTashia Norwood, Derrick Maddox, and Marcus Williams.  The Junior Beta Club inducted the following members:  Anthony Buffington, Sabrina Butler, Cedric Chandler, Dyronea Derico, LaTonia Dickens, Angela Henderson, Tangela Henderson, Antonio Lee, Sonja Mickens, Shawn Norwood, Wisteria Smith and Vivian Williams.  The sponsors of these two fine organizations are:  Mrs.  Katie Clements, Mrs. Sandra Batts and Mr. John A. Williams - Junior Beta - Mrs. Nettie Black, Mrs. Jessie Ector, SGT Dencel Smith, Mr. Del Williams and Mr. John Williams are all with the National Honor Society.

     Student activities were somewhat limited this year because of the legislative rulings.  Students were required to spend more time in the classroom.  Other gatherings such as class meetings, dances, etc., were held during after school hours.  As a direct result, the Principal, Mr. Williams, devised a method for “banking time”.  This accumulated time would make it possible to preserve extra minutes that could be used for end-of-year and other activities.

     The eighth grade class was victim of this new system, and therefore, was unable to meet and organize as a class.  No officers were elected from the eighth grade for this school year.

     The eighth grade sponsors were:  Mrs. Catherine James, Ms. Mildred Franklin, Mrs. Sandra Batts and Mr. Ira Galvin.  The ninth grade officer were:  Sophia McBride, President; Alvita McNair, Vice-President; Chiquita Jackson, Secretary; Tammy Horne, Assistant Secretary; Joyce Smith, Treasurer; Bryan Williams, Sgt-at-arms; and Sonya Perry, Parliamentarian.

     Under the guidance of sponsors, Mrs. Norma Campbell, Mrs. Jessie Ector, Mrs. Linda Lee and Mr. Edward Inge, the tenth graders chose the following persons as officers for the 84-85 school term:  Marcus Williams, President; Maurice Barber, Vice-President; Angela Johnson, Secretary; and Leslie Cunningham, Treasurer.  Gwendolyn Warren was chosen as Miss Sophomore and Antonio Owens was Mr. Sophomore.  Parrish Williams was the favorite for President of the Junior Class.  Renee Johnson was Vice-President; Zelene Hatcher was Secretary; and Yolanda Hatcher was Parliamentarian.  Junior Sponsors were Mrs. Lillie D. Stokes, Ms. Sandra Williams and Mr. Wilbert Washington.

     The Seniors chose Stefon McBride for President, Mary Hill for Vice-President, Latonia Enzor for Secretary and Melissa White for Treasurer.  Senior sponsors were:  Mrs. Mary Hutley, Mr. Michael Sever and Mr. Peter Johnston.

     The Junior-Senior Prom was held on May 18, 1985 in the school’s gymnasium.  This activity was attended by a vast number of juniors and seniors, along with teachers and their guests.  The keynote speaker for the affair was Mr. Harold Henderson, chairman of the Gadsden County School Board.  The Prom theme was “No Matter How High I Get - I’ll Still be looking Up Too You”.  The gym was beautifully decorated in pink, lavender and white.  This is the first year that a Mr. & Mrs. Prom were chosen.  The students selected Miquel Barber and Mary Hill.

     May Day, an annual celebration, was observed on May 3, 1985.  All homerooms participated.

     Winners for May Day were as follows:  May King and Queen, Boris Harris and Latonya Dickens, 8-2, Mr. Galvin was the sponsor; second runners-up were, Stargell Williams and Sharon Bradwell of 10-3, Mrs. Jessie Ector, Sponsor.

     The annual Miss Havana Northside High School Coronation was held on October 12, 1984.  Contestants for Miss HNHS were Deborah Chester and Mary Hill, the latter emerging victorious.  

     The contestants for first attendant were Michelle Anderson, Sheila Chester, Chancey Grice, Janice Butler and Tiffany Dean.  Shelia Chester was chosen as first attendant.  Second attendant contestants included Faustina Barber, Bridgett Chandler, Sharon Bradwell and Gwendolyn Warren.  The judges chose Faustina Barber.  The judges for this year’s Pageant were Mrs. Ellen Bryant, Rev. Gary Clancy, Ms. Carla R. Galvin, Mrs. Preferia Hayes and Mrs. Connie Long.

     The Coronation Committee was made up of Mr. Randolph Bush, Mrs. Norma Campbell, Mr. Johnny Lockett, Mrs. Mary Hutley, Mr. Vernell Ross, Mrs. Lillie Stokes and Mrs. Earnestine Richardson.

E.   School-Wide Activities
     Departments - Athletics:


The Havana Northside High School football team, better known as the “Crunch Bunch”, completed     its first winning season with a 6- 4 record.  Compliments should go to the Gladiators squad and coaching staff for their dedication and hard work.  Robert Byrd was the number two rusher in the Big Bend area gaining over 1300 yards in one season and again number two in scoring.


Dennis Monroe received a scholarship in football at FAMU.  Thanks to the Coaching Staff, players, and loyal supporters.  We hope that a winning tradition has been received here at our school.


In boys basketball, the season were not as good.  The Gladiators eked out a dismal record of 9-14 in what was a building year.


Stargell Williams was selected to the All-Country Team and All-Conference in the Gulf Coast Athletic Conference.  Nelson President was also All-Conference and All-Big Bend Class AA.  Nelson because of his fine showing signed a letter of intent to play at FAMU.


The Lady Gladiators and their coach Mrs. E. Richardson are happy to announce their winning ways since their inception in 1975-76.  Since that time, they have won every District Tournament.  We are all proud about this year.


The number of Lady Gladiators players on the team dwindled from 12 to 9.  Many times there were only eight players on the team and at one time, just seven.  The team finished the season with a record of 19-5, and the team voted the following honors:  Antennette Brown - Most Valuable Player, Mary Hill - Most Sportsmanlike, Leslie Spencer - Most Improved, Dorothy Johnson - Team Co-Captain, Mary Hill - Team Captain, Antenette Brown, Mary Hill and Priscilla Morris were selected by the Gadsden County Times, to the “All County Team”.  Antennette Brown was selected to the “Big Bend All Star Team” Mary Hill and Priscilla Morris received honorable mentioned and Leslie Spencer has been awarded a basketball scholarship at Chipola Community College.


This year in baseball, the game returned following a year’s absence.  The head coach was Mr. Robert Slaughter.  Eighteen young men were selected to represent Havana Northside High School and played the toughest schedule ever.  Among the teams played were Port St. Joe, Wakulla and Quincy Shanks.  More games were played by this team than any other in our brief history.


This year’s team members were:  Tony Hines, Senior--All Gulf Coach, All District 2-AA; Honorable Mentioned; Team Most Valuable Player and Team Captain, Dale Harrison, Senior, Tony Bunion, Senior, Brain Jones, Junior - All District 2AA, Honorable Mention, Team Co-Captain, Mike Smith, Junior, All Gulf Coast and Team Co-Captain, Tony Marcus Jackson, All Gulf Coast, Eddie Bunion, David Strawter.  Sophomore included:  Charles Williams, Council McGriff, Terry Neal headed the freshman list.  He was honorable mentioned during his first year.  Terry was followed by Averaton Parker, Nathaniel Ceasor, Frank Newgard, Hassan Shabazz and Kenneth Brown.  David Meyers was the lone eighth grader.


The team finished the regular season with an 8-20 record. They lost the first round of the district tournament 17 to 14 to Blountstown.


With the nucleus of the team returning the future looks very promising for the 1985-86 season.

B.   Music

Accomplishment flourished for the Music Department during 84-85.  In October of 1984 the Havana Northside High School Band received and accepted an invitation to participate in FAMU’s “Rattler Strike ”84”.  In November the band attended the District II Marching Band Festival and received an outstanding evaluation.  In December, a new performing organization was born HNHS Showcase Ensemble, this group made its debut at the Max D. Walker Administration Building in Quincy, Florida.  The Band participated in many parades throughout the year.  Among these were the Black Awareness Parade in Quincy, The King Neptune Frolic Inc., Parade in Sarasota and the Appalachicola Seafood Festival in Appalachicola Florida.


On May 24, 1985, the Music Department hosted its Fourth Annual Music Ball.  Vincent Lynn was recognized for receiving the school’s Musician of the Year Award for three consecutive years.

     Other Awards were as follows:



Angela Henderson

Pee Wee of the Year



Bridgett McKitchen

Freshman of the Year



Michelle Anderson

Majorette of the Year



Sabina Butler


Pom Pom Girl of the Year



Parish Williams

Flag Carrier of the Year



Demeatrice Kampkin

Rifle Bearer Award



Vincent Byrd


Band Director’s Award



Juliette McGriff

Choral Director’s Award



Vincent Lynn


Arranger’s Award



Renee Peters


Most Improved



Jarrod Proctor


Leadership Award



Chappellia Riggins

Best Dancer’s Award



Derek Maddox

Best Dancer’s Award


Music Department students selected Chapella Riggins and Derrick Kenon as the Music Ball King and Queen.

C.   Language Arts
     In May, the Language Arts Department held its annual Declamation Contest.  In the Senior Division - Prepared Serious Category, First Place went to Alvin Garrett.  Second place was won by Shelia Chester and third place was shared by Miriam Thomas and Adriane Peters.  First Place was won by Stephon Hooker in the Humorous Category, while Felecia McLaurin was close second.

     In the Original Serious, Chancey Grice, Joyce Smith and Tammy Horne went one, two, three respectively.  The Competition remained just as stiff in the Junior Division.  The prepared Serious Category was won by Dyronea Derico and the Prepared Humorous Category was won by Christa Ray.

     The Spelling Bee is another annual event sponsored by the Language Arts Department and this year was no different.  In the Junior Division, First Place went to Christa Ray, Second Place went to Sonya Mickens and Third Place to Justine Anderson.  LaTonia Enzor took First Place in the Senior Division while Jacqueline McGill and Derrick Wright came in Second and Third respectively.

D.   Home Economics (FHA)
     Mrs. Norma Campbell and fifteen FHA members along with JROTC Color Guard members and Col. Cross attended the District II FHA/HERO meetings at Ruby Diamond Auditorium on the campus of Florida State University in Tallahassee on November 28, 1984.

     The State FHA/HERO Convention convened at the Sheraton Twin Towers Hotel in Orlando May 8 - 11, 1985.  Mrs. Campbell and four delegates from our school attended this event.  The delegates were Mary Washington, Carolyn Caldwell, Carla Derico and Felecia McLaurin.

E.   JROTC Department SY 1984/85
     The Havana Northside High School JROTC Department completed its 15th year of operation achieving outstanding results on its Annual Inspection.  The unit maintains its “Honor Unit With Distinction” rating for another year.  The inspection was conducted on 3 April 1985 by the Senior ROTC unit from Florida A&M University.  

     The Military Ball was very successful.  There were 108 cadets and dates in attendance.  The ball was held in the gymnasium on the 8th of March 1985.  Cadet Corporal DeMeatrice Jones was crowned the 1985 JROTC Queen by Cadet Staff Sergeant Michelle Anderson, last year’s queen.

     The JROTC Rifle Team finished 2nd in the Gadsden County Rifle Competition.  Cadet LTC Doncell Strong was the 2nd highest firer in the county.  Havana Northside High competed against Quincy Shanks, Chattachoochee and Greensboro High. 

F.   The Social Studies Department
     The Social Studies Department held a mock election in November of 1984.  The entire school was involved and the cooperation was better than expected.

     The Black History Class Brain Brawl Team met and defeated a strong team from James A. Shanks at Security First National Bank in Quincy, Florida during April of this year.  The team consisted of Chappella Riggins, Angela Williams, Janice Butler, LaTonia Enzor, Chancey Grice, Derrick Wright and Jacqueline Swain.  The same team journeyed to the Third Annual Harombee Festival in Tallahassee during April, but was defeated by a better oriented group of students from Tallahassee.  Mr. Galvin, Chairman of the Social Studies Department attended a one-day workshop in Economics at Florida State University.

II.   CENSUS

On September 12, 1984, the entire school community was saddened with the passing of Mr. Alfred “Fessor” Gant.  A Memorial service was held in the school’s gymnasium on Friday September 14th.  A memorial Scholarship was established by his wife and daughters in Mr. Gant’s name.  Stefon McBride was chosen as the first recipient:

     Mr. Gant’s position was filled by Mrs. Wanda Forehand.  Ms. Debra Ferguson, teacher’s aide left our staff in 1984.  She was replaced by Mrs. Lelia Williams.

     Mrs. Elizabeth Herod, Computer Literacy teacher, left during the year (1984) and was replaced by Mr. Lawrence Pierson.

     We lost two hearts to love during the year.  On March 20th SGT Dencel Smith gave his heart to Ms. Anne Perkins and on May 25th Mr. Michael Sever gave up his long held bachelorhood and succumbed to the wishes of Cathy, his new bride.  May both Mike and “Sarge” forever rest in peace.

     In June, under the advisorship of Mrs. Mary Hutley, Mr. Michael Sever and Mr. Peter Johnston, ecstatic seniors attired in graduation apparel, marched proudly to the podium to receive their well-deserved and hard-earned diplomas.  The following day twenty-five of those seniors departed our shores for a one-day tour of the Bahamas.  Mrs. Mary Hutley accomplished them on the trip.

     It’s a Thursday, late spring, June 6, 1985.  The weather is extremely hot and humid, not typical for our area at this time of the year.  Several cars are in the school’s parking lot and so are teachers waiting for those yellow and black “space” vehicles to arrive.  Suddenly, empty and hungry these “Space Monsters” pulled up to the curb, collected their cargo and blast off into space to return again in August.  It’s been a good year.








End








Ira V. Galvin, Reporter.

PAGE  
12

