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FACULTY AND FACILITIES


     This 1977-78 school year brought an usually high turnover in the faculty at Havana High with over 20 new faces on staff.  In the administration, Mr. Robert Green was appointed Vice-Principal.  Mr. Green came to Havana from St. John’s Elementary in Quincy where he taught sixth grade.  On the classroom teaching staff, we had seven new people to make it to the close of school.  Sandra Kuehn started in the fall as Special Education instructor, but was changed to Remedial Math after Christmas holidays.  Sandra came at Havana High from New Braunfels, Texas, where she was a Resource Teacher.  Barbara Butler also started in the fall as Special Education instructor.  She came to Havana after teaching at the Gadsden Developmental Training School in Quincy.  Wilbert Butler, a Havana High graduate and a new graduate of the University of Florida, joined the staff in the fall of ‘77 as a science teacher.  Brant Hargrove (FSU) was another new graduate who began his teaching career at Havana High.  Doreatha Mills, also a new FSU graduate, came to the Special Education Department in the spring of 1978.  Robin Roberts joined the faculty at that time, too.  Robin came to Havana as a Remedial Reading teacher after completing a Master’s Degree at FSU.  Another different face on staff was that of Mellie Anderson.  Normally a substitute, Ms. Anderson came to complete the year as a science teacher.  Six other faces came and went during the year.  These people were (1) Beverly Churchill (English), Carol Stroup (Science), David Suhrweir (Science), Judith Branningan (Special Education), Melanie Massengale (English), and Thomas Harris (Sub. -- Science).


     Other new personnel included five new aids -- Velma Hatcher (Library), (C.E.T.A.), Patricia Pride (English), Teresa Webb (General Office, C.E.T.A.), Sarah Jones (Guidance, C.E.T.A.) and Debra Fergerson (Math).  Joe Hunter was our new custodian and Mrs. Dorothy Harrison (C.E.T.A.) worked with the Maid Staff.  To add to the long list of new faces, we had two interns for the Spring Quarter.  Cassandra Jackson (FAMU) interned under Mr. Henderson in Music, and Paul Beckman (FSU) worked under Coach Ross.


-- Facilities --


     No new buildings were added this year, but Mr. Lockett worked diligently to convert a tractor shed into an equipment room for the P.E. Department.  At the end of the school year, the staff was looking forwarded to the promised one-half million dollars expansion of the gym and the installation of a new drainage system.  Also promised is a Sports Complex which is to be built on an eight acre track of land north of the school to house football, track, baseball, tennis and softball.


STUDENT BODY AND CURRICULUM


     In the fall of 1977, we started school with a student body of 638.  Most of these students were wondering how they would be affected by the new state Literacy Test and the County Pupil Assessment Test.  Teachers, as well, mused over the changes which would be brought about by these test.  The musing didn’t last long.  After October and the first testing, the changes became obvious remedial classes.  The decision was made to spend the allocated funds on remediation of the eleventh graders this year, therefore, remedial English and Math classes were established after the first semester for these students.  All the efforts of the students and teachers in all grade levels proved worthwhile when we received the results of the second testing in the Spring.


STUDENT ACTIVITIES


     Student activities were directed this year by the Student Council under the supervision of Mrs. James and the leadership of Sarah Davis, President.  Other officers included Samuel Norwood, first Vice-President; Voncille Smith, second Vice-President; Sandra Henderson, Secretary; and Craig McGill, Treasurer.  Under the Student Council, only a few clubs functioned this school term.  The National Honor Society was one of these few.  Under the sponsorship of Mrs. Black, Mr. Del Williams, and Ms. Gunn the National Honor Society carried on its activities.  On November 18, 1977, the annual induction of new members took place with ten students being accepted.  Havana High Chapter served as Secretary-Treasurer of District III this year.  The following people served as officers of our chapter:


				Michelle Butler - - - - - - - - -  President


				Voncille Smith - - - - - - - - - - Vice-President


				Sharon Hatcher - - - - - - - - - - Secretary


				Brenetia Adams - - - - - - - - -  Assistant Secretary


				Mary JoAnn McGriff - - - - - - Treasury


				Jeni Mitchell - - - - - - - - - - - - Reporter


				Curtis Lee - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Reporter


				John Wester - - - - - - - - - - - - Parliamentarian


     The Future Business Leaders of America was another functioning club this year.  It used the 1977-78 school year as a time of building up club membership.  For the first time, the club was incorporated into two classes, bookkeeping and clerical office practice.  The received and award for increasing their membership from nine in 1976 to forty this year.  The Co-Presidents, Brenda Jones and Cheryl Butler, attended several district meetings during the course of the year.  FBLA conducted a Tom-Wat sales campaign in which they sold over a thousand dollars worth of merchandise.  The also participated in the national project “Awareness” by displaying free enterprise posters in several areas of the school.  Co-sponsors of the club for ‘77 - ‘78 were Mrs. Hoffmeister and Ms. Clements.


     Under the sponsorship of Mrs. Campbell, the Future Homemakers of America had another active year.  They attended the District FHA meeting on November 10, at FAMU where they won second place in the annual name tag contest.  Four chapter members attended the state FHA convention in Orlando on April 19-22, 1978 at which the chapter received a certificate of award for its display carrying out the state theme “To Know, to care, to do” and state targets “Teenage Concerns, Home Economics Skills, and Family Involvement.”  At Thanksgiving time the FHA sponsored a can-can dance and donated five baskets of food to needed families in the community.  For Christmas the organization baked pound cakes for the senior citizens in the community.


SCHOOL WIDE ORGANIZATION


     Discipline problems gave the Student Advisory a busy year under the leadership of Ellie Richardson, President; Gaberial Perry, Vice-President; Winifred Colston, Secretary; Elaine Peters, Assistant Secretary; Gwendolyn Smith, Treasurer; Mary Williams, Parliamentarian; and Jeffery Debose, SGT-at-Arms and under the guidance of Mrs. James, Mr. Galvin, and Mr. Henderson.


CLASS ORGANIZATION


Freshman Class


     The sponsors of the Freshman Class in 1977-78 were Ms. Hinson, Mr. Harris, Mr. Washington, Mrs. Carr, Mr. Broadnax, Ms. Anderson.  The officers were President -- Kelvin Lawson; Vice-President -- Janelle Graham; Secretary -- Diane Swaine; Treasurer -- Tijuana Charles; Reporter -- Wendy Barnes; and Parliamentarian -- Lewis Kinslow.  Class activities included a basketball game and a talent show on May 20, 1978.


Sophomore Class


     The sponsors of the Sophomore Class in 1977-78 were Mr. Galvin, Ms. Franklin, Mrs. Hoffmister, Mr. Hargrove, and Mr. Sever.  The officers were President -- Ricky Harrison; Vice-President -- Carolyn Logan; Secretary -- Gale Johnson; Assistant Secretary -- Sandra Smith; Treasurer -- Anna McBride; Parliamentarian -- Jackie Thomas.  The sophomore participated in the basketball game with the Freshmen.


Junior Class


     The sponsors of the Junior Class in 1977-78 were Mrs. McGill, Ms. Cutillo, Ms. Clements, Ms. Gunn, and Mr. Koenig.  The officers were President -- Jan Logan; Vice-President -- Sherion McGriff; Secretary -- LaConda Fortson; Treasurer -- Sharon Hatcher; Parliamentarian -- Louis Parker; SGT-at-Arms -- Pierce Washington and Felecia Williams.  The Juniors sponsored a semi-formal dance for the Senior Class on Saturday, May 13, 1978 from 8:30 until 12:00.


Senior Class


     The sponsors of the Senior Class in 1977-78 were Mrs. Black, Mr. Butler, Mrs. Campbell, and Mr. Inge.  The officers were President -- Allene Jackson; Vice-President -- Loretta Dupines; Secretary -- Phyllis Smith; Assistant Secretary -- Marie Washington; Treasurer -- Marian Henderson; Reporter -- Ellie Richardson; Chaplain -- Yurikadeeja Norwood; and Parliamentarian -- Calton Hatcher.  The Seniors held a cushion sales campaign to raise money for the expenses of graduation exercises.  On May 19, 1978 with the Baccalaureate Services held in the gym.  The traditional Class Night was held on May  30, 1978 and Graduation Night was June 1, 1978.


REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS


     ROTC - Havana JROTC battalion started in the fall of ‘77 with 120 cadets in two companies.  During the school year the drill team, rifle team and drum and bugle corps participated in many activities.  The drill team participated in the Morgan A. Whitfield drill meet, North Florida Drill Meet and the annual AUSA Wiregrass Drill Meet at Fort Rucker, Alabama.  The rifle team competed against Shanks/Carter-Parramore of Quincy, Chattahoochee and Greensboro.  The drum and bugle corps participated in the Appalachicola Sea Food Festival, the Albany Pecan Festival (where they won Second Place in Marching), the annual Rose Parade in Thomasville and the Christmas Parade of Havana.


MUSIC  The Music Department’s Concert Chorus under the direction of Harold Henderson and Spring intern Cassandra Jackson has an active year as illustrated by this list of performances:


			Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist (Oct 27, 1977)


			Havana High Coronation (Nov 4, 1977)


			Gospel Sing -- HHS (Nov 11, 1977)


			Christmas Concerts


				Havana Elementary


				Chattahoochee State Hospital


			Spring Concerts


				Greensboro Elementary


				Havana High


Jeni Mitchell was selected as the Most Valuable Chorus Member for this year.


SCIENCE     The Science Department directed the independent studies of four Gifted students this year.  These were Samuel Norwood, William Reed, Peter Coultas, and Stefan Anders.


ENGLISH     The English Department sponsored the Spelling Bee Contest in the Spring of 1978 with Timothy Poppell winning first place and Sandra Givens placing second.  The Declamation Contest was also held in the Spring with the following winners:


		Junior Division --


			LaTonya Gibson -- 1st Serious, Prepared


			Gwendolyn Smith -- 1st Humorous


			Dale Spencer -- Serious, Original





		Senior Division --


			


			Stefan Anders -- 1st Original Serious


			Sebrena Hackley -- 1st Prepared, Humorous


			Sharon Hatcher -- Prepared, Serious





These winners participated in the County Declamation Contest with the following results:





		Junior Division --





			LaTonya Gibson -- 1st Serious, Prepared


			Gwendolyn Smith -- 3rd Humorous


			Dale Spencer -- 3rd Serious, Original





The English Department was very busy this year with the organization of Remedial Reading classes due to the County Pupil Progression Plan and the State Literacy Test.  Funds were made available from the state to support these classes so additional teachers had to be hired, materials ordered, classes reorganized, and teaching methods changed.  The improved results of the second testing of our students showed that the English Department had worked diligently to improve reading skills.  The department announced that on its students, Stefan Anders, had become the first Havana High student to have his composition published.  Stefan’s Poem “Boulders” was published in Young America Sings by the National Poetry Press. 


SOCIAL STUDIES     The Social Studies Department reported that four of its students (Samuel Norwood, Sherion McGriff, Samuel Ashby, Leathara Smith) participated in the Youth Forum held by U.S. Congressional Representative Don Fuqua on April 14, 1978.


MATH    The Math Department also labored under the guidelines of the County Pupil Progression Plan.  Once the results from the fall testing of math skills were received and interpreted, math remedial classes were established.  Again, the results were good with many students showing improvement on the spring testing.


BUSINESS     The Business Department was greatly pleased to receive equipment for their classes.  They received 25 L-shaped desk with chairs, 24 IBM Selectric II typewriters, 10 adding machines/calculators, and 35 new manual typewriters.  They added Personal Typewriting and Business Math to their curriculum and dropped shorthand.


GUIDANCE     The Guidance Department had the main responsibility of over-seeing the new County and State testing programs as required by the Educational Accountability Act.  It also directed the organization of Remedial Classes in English and Math.


CONTEST AND AWARDS


     In the fall of 1977 the Miss Havana High contest was held in the school gym.  Miss Peggy Jackson was selected by the judges as Miss Havana High.  Miss Donna Salters was selected as first attendant, Bertha L. Browning was selected as second attendant, and Gail Washington was voted third attendant.


OTHER CONTEST


     May Day activities were held on May 13, 1978 and Marsha Williams was crowned May Queen.  The Basketball Team selected Miss Phyllis Smith as the 1977-78 Homecoming Queen.  Peggy Jackson won first place in the Omega Psi Phi second Annual Talent Hunt Demonstration.  Top Academic Seniors:  Jeni Mitchell, Bernatia Adams, Peter Coultas, Michelle Butler, Peggy Jackson, Ellie Richardson, Lethara Smith, and Sebrena Hackley.


SPORTS


     Some exciting things happened in the Sports Department at Havana High School in 1977 - 78.  The Varsity Basketball Team brought the excitement to a peak when it won the State AA Basketball Championship over Avon Park.  This was indeed a happy ending to a good season for the Gladiators with a record of 23 wins/6 loses.  It was also a fitting crown for the great coaching career of Vernell Ross for he announced his retirement from coaching at the end of the season.  He plans to continue at Havana High as a P.E. teacher and Athletic Director.  Outstanding Varsity Basketball players included:


			Alex Bunion         --	First Team All-State


						Third Leading Scorer for HHS


						Full Scholarship to FAMU


						All Big Bend Team





			Charles McGriff     --	Third Team All-State


						Leading Scorer for HHS


						Most Valuable Player HHS





			Wally Bunion        --	Honorable Mention All-State


						Second Leading Scorer for HHS


						Honorable Mention All Big Bend Team





			Wilbert Washington  --	Leading Rebounder





			David Wright            --	Second Leading Rebounder


							Best Sportsmanship Trophy


Other players were Leo McBride, Michael Butler, Darrella Gaines, Dock McGriff, Wilford Evans, and Jessie Debron.  Havana High was the host for the first Christmas Invitation Tournament on Dec 21 - 23 this season.  Shanks took first place with Havana placing second.


GIRLS BASKETBALL  brought excitement to our campus too.  Under Coach Richardson, the girls won the District, Regional, and Sectional tournaments being stopped only by Clearwater Central in the State Championship.  The team consisted of nine 9-10th graders in the reserve unit and the following starters:


		Debra Salters		--	Most Valuable Player


		Dorothy Thomas	--	Most Sportsmanship Like


		Ida Smith		--	Best-All-around Player


						(Averaged 26 points/game)





		Rosa Hudgins		--	Good Rebounder


						(Averaged 17 points/game)





		Sandra Givens		--	Good Rebounder


     With a record of 15-4 and a great try at the State Championship, the 1977-78 Havana High Girl’s Basketball Team is to be commended.


     The Volleyball Team coached by Ms. Mary Gunn had a record of 7-7.  Dorothy Thomas was selected as the most Valuable Player for ‘77 - ‘78.  Dorothy received the same recognition of the Softball Team too.  Under the coaching of Mike Sever, the Softball Team had a 5-9 record for this season.


     A lack of dept. prevented the ‘77 - ‘78 Track Team from winning meets, but individual members showed strong in most events.  Three members -- Gabriel Perry (Long Jump), Carlton Brown (Hurdles), and Curtis Lee (880 Run) qualified for the State Meet.  Coach Koenig hopes that the football program will help the track program in the future.


     Football Program?  Yes, after many contributions from corporations in the Big Bend area, contributions from individuals and groups, donations of equipment from FAMU, FSU, Carter-Parramore, and NIMS Junior High School, candy sales, talents shows, spices sales and concession work, enough money was finally raised to bring Football to Havana High.  Blair Armstrong was hired as head football coach and Samuel Broadnax agreed to work as Assistant Coach.  Spring practice started on April 25, 1978 with 65 very enthusiastic players.  By May 27 and the Spring Jamboree, the number had been reduced to 44, but not the enthusiasm.  Even though Havana fell to University Christain and FAMU in the Jamboree, the potential showed well.


�
     Supporting all the Sports activities this year were the following Cheerleaders under the supervision of Ms. Lillie Hinson:


			VARSITY





			Marian Henderson


			Donna Salters


			Deloris Smith


			Sharon Hatcher


			LaConda Fortson


			Mary J. McGriff





			JUNIOR VARSITY





			LaSonja Gibson


			LaTonya Gibson


			Ruby Washington


			Jackie Chester


			Jackie Darby


			Patricia Williams


			Wendy Barnes





			GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM





			Sonja Andrews


			Cherry Moore


			Margarett Lockett


			Hazel Stewart





CONCLUSION


     The post-school planning days found teachers recording Criterion Reference Test scores, musing over the County Pupil Progression Plan, and suffering through the countless end-of-year reports.


     On June 7, 1978, the Havana High Faculty departed for the summer with high hopes that it would bring the needed “balm” to help us all recover and re-create ourselves.


�
Havana High School





Senior Class Roster


1977 - 1978


 1.  Adams, Benita				25.  Copeland, Bernard


 2.  Albert, Christine				26.  Coultas, Peter


 3.  Albert, Samuel				27.  Daniels, Mary


 4.  Andrews, Antonio				28.  Davis, Robin


 5.  Ashby, Samuel				29.  Davis, Sarah


 6.  Bell, Keassandra				30.  Derico, Jerry


 7.  Blair, Ben					31.  Douglas, Alen


 8.  Blair, Pennie					32.  Dupines, Jerome


 9.  Bodie, Bernestine				33.  Dupines, Loretta


10.  Brown, Michael				34.  Ervin, Renee


11.  Brown, Teresa				35.  Evans, Jafers


12.  Bunion, Alex				36.  Fields, Shelia


13.  Bunion, Wallie				37.  Flowers, Michael


14.  Burke, Willie				38.  Freeman, Tonia


15.  Bush, Gwendolyn				39.  Gaines, Darrella


16.  Bush, William				40.  Geathers, Agnes


17.  Butler, Michael				41.  Graham, Shelia


18.  Butler, Michelle				42.  Green, Cedric


19.  Butler, Ronny				43.  Gurley, Bessie


20.  Byrd, Terry					44.  Hackley, Sebrena


21.  Caldwell, Lenoris				45.  Hannah, Arthur


22.  Carter, Glenda				46.  Harris, Freddie


23.  Chester, Hillary				47.  Harris, Sheryl


24.  Colston, Winifred				48.  Harrison, Sarah


49.  Hatcher, Carlton				76.  McBride, Leo


50.  Henderson, Marion				77.  McCray, Willie


51.  Hendreson, Sandra				78.  McGill, Willie


52.  Henderson, Wilbert				79.  McGriff, Charles


53.  Hendley, Wayne				80.  McGriff, Dock


54.  Hill, Frederick				81.  McGriff, George


55.  Hinson, Michael				82.  Melling, Jewel


56.  Hollis, George				83.  Miller, Linda


57.  Jackson, Allene				84.  Mitchell, Alice


58.  Jackson, Darlene				85.  Mitchell, Jeni


59.  Jackson, Peggy				86.  Moore, Cherry


60.  James, Bruce					87.  Norwood, Yurikadeja


61.  James, Kelvin				88.  Pearce, Mary


62.  Jenkins, Theodore				89.  Pease, Antonus


63.  Jenkins, Ruby				90.  Pease, Gloria


64.  Johnson, Carolyn				91.  Perkins, Howard


65.  Johnson, James				92.  Peters, Elaine


66.  Johnson, Loretta				93.  Roberts, John


67.  Kelly, Kenneth				94.  Robinson, Julia


68.  Knight, Annie				95.  Richardson, Ellie


69.  Knight, David				96.  Rutten, Kenneth


70.  Lawson, David				97.  Salters, Debra


71.  Lewis, Melanie				98.  Sapp, Harry


72.  Lockett, Avis				99.  Showers, Jerome


73.  Mann, Michell				100. Simmons, Sereca


74.  Manuel, Aaron				101. Simmons, Shirley


75.  Mathis, Marilyn				102.  Sloan, Sarah


103.  Smith, Ida					114. Thomas, Debra


104. Smith, Lethara				115. Thomas, Dorothy


105.  Smith, Phillis				116.  Turner, Wesley


106.  Smith, Stanley				117. Walker, Letitia


107. Smith, Valerie				118. Washington, Marie


108.  Stewart, Alleachi				119. Williams, Gwendolyn


109. Strawter, James				120. Williams, Homer


110. Strong, Carlton				121. Williams, Lillie


111. Swantzie, Anthony				122. Williams, Marion


112. Stewart, Daisy				123. Williams, Mary


113. Thomas, Bessie				124. Warren, Belinda
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