HAVANA NORTHSIDE HIGH

 SCHOOL HISTORY

CHAPTER 21

1982 -1983

     “They were the best of times; they were the worst of times.”  

     For the 21st academic year, the doors of Havana-Northside High School were opened to greet the students.  Albeit, both the doors, and the students were less eager to welcome each other.  However, 86 juniors, 114 sophomores, 123 freshmen, and 165 eighth graders  enrolled on  August 30, 1982.  Of the 36 teachers four were newcomers:  Mrs. Jessie B. Ector came out of retirement;  Mr. Nadim Radar from Sierra Leonne, Africa;  Mrs. Linda Scowden of Tallahassee; and Mr. Eugene Lamb, a Havana Northside graduate joined the faculty.

     After a few minor adjustments to each other and their schedule, students and teachers settled down to a year of hard work, testing, re-testing and strategizing.

     One of the school’s main objectives was to raise the students test scores on both the Criterion Referenced Test and the State Assessment Test.  - “They were the worst of times.”

     Later, the Guidance Department would give a kind of orientation to returning and new students.

     Soon, classes organized themselves.

Senior Class Officers were:

     President - Linda Morris

     Vice-President - Shawn Jackson

     Secretary - Andrea McGill

     Treasurer - Priscilla Waiters

     Parliamentarian - Sandra Pease

     Sgt.-at-arms - Terry D. Thomas

Advisors were Mrs. Katie Clements, Mr. Alfred Gant and Mrs. Bettie P. McGill.  Class Colors were Burgundy and Pink, and the Pink Caronation was class flower.

Junior Class Officers were: 

     President - Marva Williams

     Vice-President - Frederick Hannah

     Secretary - Mary Garrett

     Treasurer - Sharon Swain

     Parliamentarian -

     Reporter -

Advisors to the Sophomore Class were Mr. Ralph Givens, Mr. Douglas Harris, Mr. Antonio Hobbs, and Mr. Michael Sever.

Freshman Class Officers were:

     President - Cathy Spencer

     Vice-President - Renee’ Johnson

     Secretary - Yolanda Hatcher

     Treasurer -

     Parliamentarian -

Advisors to the Freshman class were Mr. Nadim Radar, Mrs. Lillie D. Stokes, Mr. Wilbert Washington, and Ms. Sandra Williams.

Eighth Grade Officers were:

     President -LaTasha Norwood

     Vice- President -Torrea Perry

     Secretary -Jacqueline McGill

     Asst. Secretary - Anita Johnson

     Treasurer -Faustina Barber

Advisors to the Eighth Graders were:  Mrs. Norma Campbell, Mrs. Molly Cutillo, Mrs. Jessie Ector, Mr. Edward Inge, and Mrs. Linda Scowden.

     Mr. Randolph Bush, Director of Bands, organized and presented “Band Parents, Night, ‘82.  This was supported mainly by the Band Booster Club, of which Mr. Carl Jackson was the first President.  Following that, various and sundry clubs, classes, and organizations vied for space and dates on the calendar of events.

     On October 23, 1982, The Miss Havana Northside High School Beauty Pageant and Coronation was held in the school’s gymnasium, the judges were Mrs. Delores Lamb, Mr. Kenneth Collier, Mrs. Nora James, Mrs. Louise President, Mr. Harold Henderson and they chose Miss Jacqueline Dupont to be Miss Havana Northside High, 1982.  Other contestants for Miss HNHS were Helena Curry and Andrea McGill.  Contestants for First Attendant were Melissa Buggs, Mary Garrett, and Geneen Simmons.  Second Attendant Contestants were Mary Hill and Angela Richardson.

     The Student Council declared the week of November 8 - 12 to be Homecoming week, the theme of which was “It’s Time for a Change.”

The Schedule of Festivities included:


Monday --------------------------------Jean/White Shirt Day, Assembly


Tuesday -------------------------------Old Timey Day, Old Dance


Wednesday ----------------------------Zoo-Keeping Day, Pep Rally & Birthday Party


Thursday -------------------------------Down on the Farm, Bonfire & Wiener Roast


Friday -----------------------------------Brown/Gold Day, Parade, Game, Dance

The Student Council provided the coke and ice for the birthday party and the wieners, bun and sodas for the wiener roast.

     Miss Andrea McGill was chosen to be Homecoming Queen.  Her attendants were Cassandra Pease and Linda Washington.  The Speakers for the inspirational assembly were Dr. Debra McGill, Coach Eugene Lamb, Ms. Sonja Lockett, Rev. Willie Ed Brown, and Mrs. Audrey Lewis Young, all graduates of Havana Northside High School.  - They were the best of times.

     The success of the Gladiators football team were minimal.  Their record was dismal 1 and 9.  Later in the year, the head coach, Ronald Lingerfelt, resigned for personal reasons.  They were the worst of times.

     The first soccer team in Gadsden County was formed at Havana Northside High School.  The Team’s coach, Mr. Nadim Radar, recruited the following students to the team:



Leonard Washington

Goal Keeper



Mike Carson


Ass. Goal Keeper



Van Bryant


Right Half Back



Donald Creel


Inside Left



Donnie Dalton


Outside Left



Mark Daniel


Center Forward



Steve Harrison


Midfield Back



Rexie Hendley


Inside Right



Napolean Hinson

Left Half Back



Bernard Hunter

Inside Right



Roger Youmas

Outside Left



Billy Avery


Outside Right



Bobby Avery


Outside Left

     Although the team’s 1-11 record seems unimpressive, the team has shown much improvement over the year and shows promise for the future.  They were the worst of times.

PRIDE Week terminated on December 3rd, and Assembly Program was held for those students who qualified to attend.

     On December 9th, the Gadsden County Schools District Annual Spelling Bee was held at the Gadsden County School Administration Building, Jacqueline McNair emerged victorious and represented our school at the State Spelling Bee held at Glades High School in Belle Glade, Florida.  Miss McNair placed first in round one and two.  In the semi-finals she placed third, but in the finals Jackie placed fourth and was declared the third best speller in the eleventh grade in the state and the fourth in all grades in the state of Florida.  She was awarded a one hundred dollar savings bond.  They were the best of times.

     On February 28, 1983, The Black History Class and the Student Council Presented a Black History Program entitled “We Are Somebody.”  Miss Kathy Kelly served as Mistress of Ceremonies.  Production managers were Sharon Kirby and Wanda Lovette.

     On March 31st, at 9:30 A.M. the Music Department presented its Second Annual Band Extravaganza.  Several Schools were invited to participate:  Carter-Parramore, Mr. Thad Grimes, Conductor; Greensboro High School, Mr. Lonnie Hills, Conductor; and, of course, the Havana Northside School Band, Mr. Randolph Bush, Conductor.  The bands played everything from Mozart’s “Aria and Allelvia” to Michael Jackson, “The Girl is Mine.”  Special guest were Mr. Robert H. Bryant, Assistant Superintendent of Gadsden County Schools; Mr. Renick Anderson of FAMU’s percussion section and Assistant Coordinator for the Havana High School Band; Mr. Carl Jackson, President of the Havana Band Parents Booster Club.  “They were the best of times.”

     On April 21st, the Gadsden County Declamation Contest was held at Greensboro High School.  In the Original Serious Category, Manuela Norwicki, a junior at Havana, placed second.  In the prepared Humorous category Christian Norwicki, a senior at Havana, placed second.

     The Physical Education Department, following past practice, presented its annual May Day and after much ado, Mrs. Rhonda Burke of 9-5 (Mrs. Cassandra’s Williams’ homeroom) was crowned Queen of May.  Second place went to Melissa White.  Tiffany Dean and Willie Cunningham was the announcer and Miss Dorothy Johnson was Mistress of Ceremonies.  Miss Mary Jackson crowned the Queen.

     For the first time in many years, the Junior Class Sponsored a Junior - Senior Promenade complete with Tuxedos and formal evening gowns, and real decorations and real punch and real people.

     For the first ever the Boy’s Varsity Basketball Team Sponsored its Dutch Dinner, held at the Western Sizzling Steak House in Tallahassee.

     They were the best of times.

Law Observance Week:

In an effort to promote better citizenship and to give students a basic knowledge of law that could be of practical use to them in every day life, the Social Studies Department of  Havana Northside High School has set aside a week of May 9th through May 13, 1983, as a week of law observance.  Activities relating to basic law have been planned throughout the period.

Monday, May 9th 9:00 A. M. 
Voter Registration Day

Students eighteen years old and older and those who will be eighteen prior to November 1, 1983 
may register to vote.

Tuesday, May 10, 9:40 A.M.
Senior Seminar

Judge Richard L. Hood, Gadsden County Circuit Court will hold a mini lecture and discussion of 
Juvenile court procedures in Gadsden County with the seniors.

Wednesday, May 11th all day
Law Observance Day

The entire student body will be involved in observing school policies on this day.  We are asking 
that all students put forth their best effort in observing and obeying the rules or policies of the school, classroom, buses, etc., for the remainder of the year, but especially on Wednesday.  We are asking each teacher to submit to room 13 the name of one student who has exemplified, and who continues to do so on Wednesday, good conduct and citizenship.  Those students will receive awards on Awards’ Day.

Drug Abuse Conference

The Havana Police Department will give a short presentation including a film on drug abuse to sophomores and seniors.  1:40 P.M.

Friday, May 13th 8:40 A. M.

Personnel from State Attorney Don Modesitt’s office will speak with Social Studies Classes about 
the purpose and responsibilities of the State Attorney.  Classes will be chosen and notified later.  We would appreciate your support in carrying out all of these planned activities.  Their success depends on all of us.  Thanks!







Ira V. Galvin







Chairman Social Studies Department

     Buhilda McGriff and Sharon Kirby represented the school at the Black History Harombee Festival in Tallahassee.  They won the first place plaque.

     The JROTC Department has a successful year which was highlighted by a recommendation for “Honor Unit”.  This recommendation came as a result of the outstanding performance of our cadets during the Annual Formal Inspection (AFI).  In addition to the success on the AFI, the JROTC Unit participated successfully in two drill meets, two major parades and three rifle matches.

     Thirty-three cadets made the trip to Fort Rucker, AL for the annual AUSA Drill and Rifle Meet.  The male drill team finished in 6th place.  There were 21 teams competing for trophies.  Trophies were awarded to the top four teams.

     The annual Military Ball was held on March 20, 1983, with a record number (101) cadets attending.  The Military Queen (C/2LT Debbie Nickles) was crowned at the Ball.

     Enrollment still continues to exceed the minimum required by the Army to keep the JROTC Program at Havana.  There were 120 participating cadets this school year.

     The Lady Gladiators, Mary Jackson, Lalisa Davis - 12th graders; Melissa Buggs - 11th grader; Priscilla Morris, Mary Hill, Hope Youmas, Leslie Spencer - 10th graders; Dorothy Johnson, Antenette Brown - 9th graders; Faustina Barber, Mary Brown, Franzetta Jackson and Angela Johnson -8th graders, finished the season on a 20 - 6 note.  Without the help of two dependable, well qualified, mannerable, hard working young men, Terrence Brown and Randall Galvin, we could not have enjoyed the success that we realized.  

     Our season started November 2, 1982, when we played in the jamboree at Leon High School.  Our first contestant was Shanks.  We defeated them by a score of 22 - 13.  (One Quarter)

     As the season progressed, we improved.

     Tournaments Won:



Conference – Jan. 27, 1983



District         - Feb. 19, 1983



Regional       - Feb. 22, 1983

February 26th, Havana hosted the Sectional tournaments but lost 52 - 45 to Pensacola Catholic.

     Did you know --The Tallahassee Democrat featured Pricilla Morris one week - Player of the Week?  Later it selected her one of the 10 big bend all star players.

     The Gadsden County Times selected Priscilla Morris and Melissa Buggs to the All County team.

     This was our most productive season ever.  We participated in nine (9) regular season meets winning seven (7), and finishing second in the other two.

     We won our conference meet for the second year in succession.  A total of ten (10) girls were selected to the All-Conference Team.  They were given plaques for their efforts.

     We won our District Meet for the first time in our history.  Nine of our team members qualified for State competition.  All nine place in at least one event and were recipients of medals.

     There were several school records accomplished during this season.  Lalisa Davis did a 62.61 time-in the 440 yard Dash; Mile Medley Relay (Kimmie Edwards, Yolanda Hatcher, Tawanna Williams, and Faustina Barber) had a time of 4: 6; Melissa Buggs had 48.0 time in the 330 hurdles; Mile Relay (Lalisa Davis, Antenette Brown, Faustina Barber, Tawanna Williams) had a time of 4:15.7; Antenette Brown and Lalisa Davis both high jumped 4’10”.

     Mary Hill was selected Female Athlete of the Week for her performance in the District Meet.  She had first place fishes in 100 yard dash, 440 relay (third leg), and shot put.

     During the summer vacation 1982, the initial stages of instructional television were established at Havana Northside.  A tower to receive ITV signals from Leon County was erected and Cable wiring was installed throughout the school.  The broadcasting center will be located in the media center.  Hopefully, this system will be fully operative by Spring, 1983.

     For the 1982-83 school term Buhilda McGriff is serving as FHA/HERO State Parliamentarian.  Buhilda is the second State FHA officer in the history of Havana Northside FHA Chapter.

     On January 9, 1983 Mrs. Norma F. Campbell the Chapter’s Advisor along with thirty-two of the organizations’ thirty-four members attended the FHA/HERO District II meeting held at Florida A&M University where Buhilda McGriff was the presiding Officer.

     The 1982-83 year brought 174 eight graders to Havana Northside High School.  For ‘82 Homecoming activities Sharon Bradwell was chosen Miss 8th Grade and Derrick Williams Mr. 8th Grade.

1983 Boy’s Track
     The Track season of 1983 although played by bad weather, turned into a very productive period.  Individual, as well as team improvements were quite evident as the season progressed.  Many athletes displayed talent by their outstanding talent by their outstanding achievements which were lacking in the early part of the season.  The efforts put forth by the majority of the team members culminated in the capturing of the Conference Championships, second place in the District Championships and the qualifying of six team members for the State Championships in Winter Park, Florida.

     Individual achievements were quite numerous and several school records were broken.  They are as follows:

Pole vault ---------------------David Daniel   10ft. in.

120 Yard high hurdles -------Roger Youmas   16.1 sec.

100 yard dash -----------------Derrick Williams  9.8 sec.
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