HAVANA NORTHSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOOL HISTORY

CHAPTER 20

1981 -1982

     Like the 71-72 school term a decade earlier, the 1981-82 academic year brought about another major change at Havana Northside High School.  By order of the School Board of Gadsden County, the eighth grade was added to the student body of Havana Northside.  The addition of another class, which added approximately 145 more students, led to the hiring of several new teachers; approximately 145 more students led to the hiring of several new teachers:  Mr. Ralph Givens-Social Studies; Mr. Anthony Hobbs and Mr. Freddie Martin-Science; Ms. Angela Bradwell and Mrs. Linda Lee-Special Education; Mrs. Anne Brown -English; Ms. Sandra Williams-Mathematics; and Mr. Ronald Lingerfelt-Physical Education.  During the early weeks of the first semester teachers, students, and the administration waited in anticipation to see what problems, if any, the eighth graders might create in their abrupt transition from middle school to high school.  Returning high school students were upset with the new rule of closed lunches, and blamed the eighth graders for the unpopular change in school policy.  Midway through the first semester, the faculty called a series of afternoon sessions intended to combat what they saw as an excessive increase in “discipline” problems. The administration had its share of frustrations as well with the adding and changing of course offerings and the reorganizing of daily procedure.  

     But, as usual, with the coming of the second semester, attitudes and opinions started to change.  The junior varsity football team, composed of eighth and ninth graders, had already proven itself the most successful sports program the first semester.  And the eighth grade class “held its own” in every pep rally and other special events hosted throughout the remainder of the second semester.  During May Day, eighth grade homeroom representatives walking down the gym aisles seemed almost as natural as twelfth graders taking the same steps.  By the end of the year the eighth graders had become an accepted, integral part of the school, and, if trouble or a problem in the future, simply another force to be reckoned with.

     But it was not the coming of the new classes that caught the brunt of attention of the school.  In the 81-82 school year Havana Northside High participated in the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Evaluation.  For months members of the Havana Northside staff prepared for the SACS onslaught, which was headed by Mr. Matthew Estaras.  Teachers, students, and administrators worked on various committees, including the School and Community Committee, the Philosophy and Objectives Committee, Educational Program Committee, the Student Activities Committee, the Learning Media Services Committee, the Student Services Committee, and the School Facilities Committee.  For three days, beginning on April 3rd, Havana Northside High School was observed, tested, audited, detected, inspected, searched, interrogated, and scrutinized, in every sense of the word.  Finally, on April 7th, Chairman Estaras and his committee presented a final SACS report.  The administration and faculty were commended for their comprehensive and objective nature of self-study, as well as for the awareness of he needs of the students and appreciation for the goals and objectives of education at the high school level.  Only times will tell if the reports forwarded by Havana Northside High to the SACS Committee will be taken seriously, and that if recommended needed changes will be implemented.  

     Throughout the year the various departments were active in meeting their specific goals and objectives.  The library continued to serve as a functional center.  It added a 35mm camera to its equipment room, as well as a TRS 80 Model 3 Radio Shack Microprocessing Computer, which includes a word processing program and a line printer.  A computer cult developed at lunch time which played Racku-Tu, a mini-program game of the computer.  Mr. Martin captured top honors as the best Racku-Tu player of the year.

     The English Department helped prepare successful participants for the annual Spelling Bee and Declamation Contests.  The McNair sisters, Genefer and Jacqueline, who finished first and second in the County Spelling Bee, respectively, traveled to Belle Glade, Florida, to compete in the first Florida State Spelling Bee.  Out of a field of 65 contestants Jacqueline finished 8th and Genefer 9th.  Once again the school produced winners in the County Declamation Contest, which was held at Havana Northside.  The winners were as follows:  Laya Enzor -1st place, Original Serious; Christian Nowicki-1st place, Prepared Humorous; and Manuela Norwicki-1st place, Prepared Serious.

     The JROTC Department successfully completed its twelfth year of existence at the close of the 81-82 school year.  The Department started with an enrollment of 133 cadets and was able to sufficiently form a battalion headquarters, two companies, a color guard, a male and female drill team, and a small bore rifle team.  During the year the drill team participated in three major meets, three parades, and fired in the 1st ROTC Region postal matches.

     The Marching Band completed its third successful year at HNHS Several band members attended Florida Band Masters Association District III Solo Ensemble and received superior ratings.  At the same festival the Marching Band received excellent ratings.  During the year the band marched in several parades, including Springtime Tallahassee Parade, the Rose Parade, and several local Homecoming parades.  The Music Department believes that the staff and music students worked extra hard to represent HNHS. The many trophies, plaques and certificates are evidence of the band’s dedication and hard work.

     The sports program at HNHS this year had some success.  

     In football, Donald Simmons and Rodney McBride were selected for the All-GCAC team.  Twenty-two players were awarded letters and Gerthart Lewis and Rodney McBride were All-County team members.  The team’s overall record was 0-10.

     The girls’ basketball team was district champions for the 7th straight season and runner-up in the GCAC tournament.  Brenda Gant was selected for the All-County and All-GCAC teams.

     Our boys’ basketball team won the GCAC tournament for the first time ever.  Barry Hannah and Rufus Wester were CO-MVP’s, and Lorenzo McGill received the Sportsmanship award.

     In girls’ track, the Gladiators won the GCAC track championship for the first time and were district runners-up for the fourth consecutive time.  Sonja McGriff, Kimmie Edwards, Lalisa Davis, Sarah Harvin, and Twanna Williams participated in the State Track Meet.

     The volleyball team ended the season with a perfect record 0-11 but did manage to win one game in a match against Greensboro.  Six players received the “Golden H.”

     The male Gladiator tracksters captured the GCAC championship for the second consecutive year, finished second overall in the district and fifth over-all in the state.  Ten young men earned the “Golden H” and four were selected for the all-conference team.  The state competitors were Jeffery McBride, David Daniels, Trent Richardson, Victor Moore, Gerthart Lewis and Lorenzo McGill, and David Daniel.  Lorenzo McGill and Gerthart Lewis were CO-MVP’s.

     Gladiator Baseball and Softball teams were fielded in the spring of ‘82 - we’re still waiting for the reports to come in on their overall performances.

     Each day of the 81-82 school year contributed in some way to the school’s history.  However, there were special dates and events that stood out more than others.  These memorable moments are listed below:

     1.  On August 26th the Student Council sponsored and Orientation Assembly to welcome students to school.

     2.  On September 30th junior officers were elected, with Damon Showers as President heading a list of eight officers.

     3.  On October 2nd Sharon Galvin was crowned Ms. Havana Northside; Keisha Forbes was chosen 2nd attendant and Jacqueline Durant 1st attendant.

     4.  On October 15th Linda Mock was elected Homecoming Queen.  She was crowned later in the same month during Homecoming Week.  On October 30th a Homecoming Parade was held in Havana.

     5.  On October 27th Rodney McBride was recognized as the Century III Leader.  Genefer McNair and Cynthia Brown were runners-up.

     6.  On November 13th the literary journal “Shadows” was published for the first time.

     7.  On November 17th the National Honor Society held its Induction Ceremony.

     8.  On December 18th a Christmas Program was presented in the gym, with the teachers singing Christmas hymns as the star attraction.

     9.  Christmas Holidays were December 19 - January 4.

     10.  On January 31st the Gladiators won the Gulf Coast Conference Basketball Tournament.

     11.  During the 2nd week in February Havana Northside observed Black History Week.

     12.  On February 17th the JROTC participated in its Annual Federal Inspection.

     13.  In late February the Lady Basketball Gladiators won the District Championship for the 7th year in a row.

     14.  On March 13th the Annual Military Ball was held.

     15.  On March 18th Havana Northside students competed in the County Spelling Bee.

     16.  Jacqueline McNair was selected to represent HNHS at the ‘82 Florida Youth Leadership Seminar on May 14-16.

     17.  On March 26th the Music Department played the HNHS Male Faculty in basketball.  Teachers:  Givens, Harris, Hobbs and Gant were the star attractions.

     18.  On April 1st the track team competed in the Gulf Coast Conference Meet.

     19.  On April 14th several students participated in the Youth Against Cancer Spring Break Skate-a-Bration.

     20.  On May 6th HNHS students took three firsts in the Declamation Contest.

     21.  May Day festivities were held April 30th.  As usual Mr. Inge’s homeroom raffled and won the competition.  Cynthia Brown was crowned May Queen.

     22.  On May 8th the seniors helped tear-up Disney World at Grad Nite.

     23.  The Prom was held May 15th.

     24.  Pre-registration for the school term 1982-83 was held May 18 and 19.

     25.  Student Government Day was held May 19th.  Michael Jones was the Principal and Harry Strawter was Assistant Principal.

     26.  On May 21st an Awards Day Program was presented, with teachers and Coaches presenting trophies and certificates to deserving students.

     27.  On Sunday, May 31st, Baccalaureate Services were held in the Havana gym.  The traditional Class Night was held the following Wednesday.

     28.  And finally, on June 4th, 1982, Tony Jones and 91 other Seniors marched the gym to receive their high school diplomas.
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STUDENTS AWARDS ACADEMIC DIPLOMAS

*** GENEFER MCNAIR, VALEDICTORIAN
    

** SHARON D. MCBRIDE, SALUTATORIAN

CLARK, TYRONE

 JONES, MICHAEL S.
SMITH, TERRY M.

DAVIS, JENNIFER

 LOCKETT, GARVAISE R.
STALEY, NATALIE

GALVIN, SHARON A.
*MCBRIDE, ANGELA L.
SWAINE, GREGORY L.

HARVIN, SARAH L.

*MCBRIDE, RODNEY A.
VICKERS, SEBRINA R.

HATCHER, JR., PAUL S.
MCGRIFF, BEVERLY 
WILLIAMS, SHEILA

HENDERSON, REGINA 
MERRELL, CYNTHIA L.
YOUNG, JACQUELINE

HINSON, SHIRLEY M.
SIMMONS, ROSE

YOUNG, VALERIE J.

CLASS ROSTER

ANDREWS, FANITA
GANT, BRENDA S.

MOCK, LINDA

BENNETT, STERLING
GARDNER, SCOTT

MOORE, VICTOR

BODIE, CHARLES A.
GARRETT, MICHAEL
REED, DOROTHY

BODISON, ALFREDO L.
GRANT, ANTHONY

ROBERTS, ROSCOE

BRADWELL, TYRONE
GRIFFIN, ANTHONY
SALTERS, BRONZIE

BROWN, ALFONSO

GURLEY, LATONYA
SCOTT, PHILLIS

BROWN, CHATTIE M.
HANNAH, BARRY

SIMMONS, TIMOTHY

BROWN, CYNTHIA

HARRISON, FREDDIE
SMITH, LINDA K.

BROWN, RICKY T.

HERRING, CEDRIC

SMITH, TIMOTHY

BROWN, STANLEY S.
HINSON, LINDA G.

SMITH, WENDELL

BUNION, CHARLES

HUNTER, STEPHANIE
STRAWTER, HARRY

BUNION, DIMITHY

JESSIE, ROSA M.

THOMAS, CYNTHIA

BUTLER, VERNON

JOHNSON, ANGELA
THOMAS, KENNETH

CHAMBERS, SOPHIA
JOHNSON, PATRICIA
WALKER, KELVIN T.

CHAMBERS, VIRGINIA
JOHNSON, ROBIN

WATSON, DAVID

CHARLESTON, TRINI
JOHNSON, WOUNDER
WESTER, RUFUS

CHESTER, JAMES E.
JONES, TONY

WHITFIELD, VIRGINIA

CHRISTIAN, SANDRA
LAMB, ROOSEVELT
WILLIAMS, CARRIE

DERICO, KELVIN L.
LEWIS, GERTHART H.
WILLIAMS, DARLINDA

DUPONT, WANDA

LOGAN, ANGELO

WILLIAMS, MICHAEL

ENZOR, LAYA

MACON, HENRY

WILLIAMS, STANLEY

ENZOR, RONNIE A.

MCCLURE, JOYCE

WILSON, CONSTANCE

FORBES, ANTHONY
MCGILL, LORENZO

YANCY, DOYLE

GALLOWAY, EARL

MCGRIFF, ARNETTA
ZEIGLER, MARILYN

*** FIRST HONOR AND NHS

**SECOND HONOR

*NHS
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