HAVANA HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOOL HISTORY

CHAPTER 18

1979 - 1980

     On August 15, 1979, a staff of thirty-three members was welcomed to Havana High School by the Principal, Mr. John A. Williams and Assistant Principal, Mr. Robert Green.  After a restful summer vacation, all were ready to make preparations for the arrival of students on August 22.  Five teachers were added to the faculty this year with the changes coming to the English Department, Mr. Alan Day and Mr. Bruce Dick;  Special Education, Miss Deborah Allen; Band and Choral Director, Mr. Randolph Bush; and Science Department; Mr. Paul Zeigler.


On August 22, five hundred and eight students arrived at Havana High School and were eager to begin the year’s activities.  Everyone was busy organizing and preparing for the work before them.

     A welcome-back-dance was held for all interested persons.  

     Soon students were interested in nominating and voting for class officers.  Freshman sponsors were Mrs. Bettie McGill, Miss Mary Gunn, Mr. Alan Day, and Mrs. Katie Clements.  Class officers included President --  Damon Showers; Vice-President -- Linda Morris; Secretary -- Cathy Kelly;  Assistant Secretary -- Priscilla Waiters; Treasurer -- Gail Morgan; Parliamentarian -- Andrea McGill; and SGT-at-Arms -- Thaddeus Hatcher.

     Working with the sophomore class were Mrs. Norma Campbell, Mrs. Molly Cutillo, Mr. Edward Inge, Mr. Bruce Dick, and Mr. Bennie Koenig; and the officers for this school term were President -- Linda Mock; Vice-President -- Fanita Andrews; Secretary -- Sharon McBride; Treasurer -- Joyce Daniels; Reporter -- Rosa Simmons; and Parliamentarian -- Genefer McNair.

     Chosen to work with the Junior Class were Mrs. Lillie Hinson, Mr. Wilbert Washington, Mrs. Carrie Carr, and Mrs. Sandra Kuehn, who was replaced by Mr. Charles Barker.  Junior Class officers consisted of President -- Gwendolyn Smith; Vice-President -- Kelvin Lawson; Recording Secretary -- Tammy McGriff; Financial Secretary -- Diane Swain; Parliamentarian -- Ruby Washington; and Reporters -- LaTonya and LaSonya Gibson.

     The Senior Class, under the guidance of Mr. Ira Galvin, Miss Mildred Franklin, Mrs. Charlene Hoffmeister, who was replaced by Ms. Mary Jane Brown, and Mr. Michael Sever, chose as President -- Gail Johnson; Vice-President -- Sentrella Garrett; Secretary -- Anna McBride; Assistant Secretary -- Arnetta Robinson; Treasurer -- Eric Williams; Reporter -- Kathlyn Norwood; and Parliamentarians -- Jessie Debron, Reginald Miller, Jeffery Smith, and John Anderson.  

     The Student Council, spearheaded by Mrs. Catherine James, elected Jeffrey Smith, President; LaSonya Gibson, Vice-President; Gayle Washington, Treasurer; and Cynthia Brown Secretary.

     The Student Advisory Committee elected Elizabeth Johnson, President; LaTonya Gibson, Vice-President; Sherry Fagg, Secretary; Arlene Manuel, Assistant Secretary;  Victor Lewis, Treasurer; Janice Thomas, Parliamentarian; and Ricky Jenkins, SGT-at-Arms.  Student Advisory Committee sponsors were Mrs. Catherine James, Mr. Ira Galvin and Mr. Robert Green.

     Mrs. Nettie T. Black and Mr. Del Williams were chosen to work with the National Honor Society.  The officers were as follows:  President, Don Jordan; Vice-President, Gwendolyn Smith; Secretary, Elizabeth Johnson; Assistant Secretary, Tracey Mathis; Treasurer, Stephanie Lee; Parliamentarian, John Anderson; and Reporters, Arnetta Robinson, and LaTonya Gibson.

     Our Safety patrols were Captain, John Anderson; Co-Captain, Early Jones and Clarence Strawter; and Secretary, Janice Thomas.  

     Jacqueline Thomas was crowned Miss Havana High for the 1979 - 80 school year.  The attendants to complete her court included first attendant, Dale Spencer; second attendant, Sharon Galvin and third attendant, Jacqueline Durant.

     The Havana JROTC Battalion for 1979 - 80 consisted of two companies of approximately equal size.  The companies were A&B with male and female cadets mixed in each company.  The Battalion started the school year with 125 cadets.  Due to students withdrawals and transfers, this number was reduced to 116 as the school year progressed.

     During the year, the Havana JROTC Unit participated in three major drill and rifle meets.  The drill team won trophies in all three events that it entered.  Other activities that the unit participated included the North Florida Fair Parade in Tallahassee, Shanks/Carter-Parramore Homecoming Parade, Color Guard Ceremonies at District FHA Meeting in Marianna, and the annual Military Ball.

     The unit received a satisfactory rating in its annual Formal Inspection conducted in March.  The inspectors were headed by LTC Lollis of Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  The entire year was considered successful and the interested and enthusiasm of the cadets corps continue to be high.  (The leadership of the cadets who are scheduled to return to the program next year should prove highly).

     The Future Homemakers of America attended the District II FHA/HERO meeting at Chipola Junior College in Marianna, Florida, on November 15, 1979.  The Chapter won third place in the annual name tag contest and received a certificate for contributing the highest amount to the scholarship fund. Vanessa Anderson was nominated to be candidate for State Treasurer.  Sandra Smith served as FHA/HERO State Historian during the 1979 - 80 year.  FHA entered a float which won third place in the 3rd annual Christmas parade in Havana.  FBLA and FHA were on the same float.  Arnetta Robinson was FBLA Queen; Quintin Roberts was the king, Tracey Mathis and Kathylyn Norwood were attendants.

     On February 22, 1980 the Havana High Chapter of the National Honor Society held its annual Induction Ceremony.  Attorney Henry Kirby, 1971 graduate of Havana, was the guest speaker.  Shanks High, Havana Middle, and Carter-Parramore Jr. High Chapters attended this occasion.  LaSonya Gibson, Angela McBride, and Genefer McNair were inducted into the chapter.

     Now, we turn to our sports and see our accomplishments.  

     The volleyball team coached by Miss Mary Gunn posted a 6-8 record.  Rosa Hudgins was selected Most Valuable Player for the year.  

     Our football team has a 3-7 record and was coached by Mr. Samuel Broadnax.  Outstanding players for this season were John Anderson, Steve Roberts, George Roberts, and Reginald Miller.  Other promising players for the incoming season are Rodney McBride, Doyle Yancey, and Kelvin Derico.  Mr. Frazier, interning under Coach Ross, also worked with our football team.

     Coach Earnestine Richardson began the girls’ basketball season on November 27, 1979 and ended it March 1, 1980.  Team members were Shirley Hinson and Brenda Gant, 10th grade; Wanda Moore, Jacqueline Evans, Gwendolyn Smith, Linda Thomas, Dale Spencer, and Rosa Hudgins, 11th grade; and Shinese McCree, Santrella Garrett, Deborah Evans, and Joylyn Salters, 12th grade.  The team played 25 games -- and ended the season with a 22 - 3 record.  The girls won the District and Sectional tournaments.  Havana High joined the Gulf Coast Conference and the team also won that tournament.  Rosa Hudgins set a girls’ scoring record at Havana High with a total of 529 points.  Two girls from the team, Rosa Hudgins  and Joylyn Salters, were selected for the all-county team, Joylyn contributed 400 points for the Gladiators.  Sharon Galvin, Callie Logan, and Glenn Lovett were the team’s managers.

     The boys’ basketball team, led by Mr. Bennie Koenig, finished the season with a 10-17 record.  The Gladiators fought vigorously throughout the season and held a 8-2 record in district play, losing twice to State Champs -- Wakulla.  Barry Hannah was voted to all county team and Gulf Coast Conference.  Coach Koenig hopes to return in the fall and open the season in our newly remodeled and air-conditioned gym.

     Mr. Michael Sever and the softball team finished their season with a 4-10 record.  Special recognition went to Joylyn Salters, Most Valuable Player, for qualifying on the District All-Star Softball Team.  The All-Star Team won the sectional game which permitted them to advance to the State Tournament in Gainesville.

     Our baseball team’s outstanding players were George Roberts, Steve Roberts and John Anderson.  

     The girls track team participated in ten (10) meets, including the conference, district and NFCS invitational.  We were able to win four (4) meets and finish second in the conference and district.  Havana had eight (8) young ladies to qualify for the state track meet held in Winter Park on May 3, 1980.  They were Chynell Andrews, Gwendolyn Smith, Jacqueline Evans, Dale Spencer, Wanda Moore, Angela McGriff, Shinese McCree, and Linda Thomas.

     The Junior-Senior Disco held in the school’s cafetorium, April 26, 1980, was another of the season’s festivities.  The students were clad in their different attires, and they conducted themselves in a distinguished manner.

     FBLA attended the District meeting at Godby High School.  Havana received the first place award in the Parliamentary Procedure category.

     Stefan Anders, a member of the National Honor Society, was selected to attend the NHS State Convention held in Plantation Beach, Florida.

He was selected because of his performance on the Brain Brawl Team.

    On April 30 - May 3, 1980, Mrs. Campbell and four delegates:  Vanessa Anderson, Jacqueline Darby, Wynette Kirby, and Jannell Waiters along with Sandra Smith, who served as State Historian for the 79-80 term, attended the state FHA/HERO Convention.  The Convention was held at the Orlando Hyatt House Hotel in Kissimmee, Florida.

     Another successful event at Havana High this year was our annual May Day.  Special events included serenading the Queen, plaiting the May Pole, and competing in track and field events.  Linda Richardson (12-2), Miss Franklin, as sponsor was crowned May Queen, 1980.  Sentrellar Garrett, (12-1) Mr. Galvin was first runner-up; and Jacqueline Durant (9-1) Mrs. McGill was second runner-up.

     Under the directorship of Mr. Randolph Bush, the first year band presented its Annual Concert, May 15, 1980.  Havana Middle School, Greensboro High, and Havana High performed different musical presentations.  All witnesses announced the affair a success.

     On May 23, 1980, Awards Day was held at Havana High.  Using the “Academy Awards” format, the nominees for each were read and with the opening of a sealed envelope the recipient was announced.  Many students were honored with such awards as Perfect attendance, ROTC Honors, and excellence and outstanding achievement in various subjects.  Other winnings during the school year are as follows:



Daughter of America Revolution

Jacqueline Thomas



Retired Officers Association


Deverly Butler



Reserved officers Association


Arlene Manuel



Woodmen of the World American History
Tammy McGriff



Military Orders of World Wars

Floyd Washington, Jr.



Superior Cadets - LD1


Jacqueline Durant



                            LD2



Jennifer Davis



                            LD3



Earl Chambers




                LD4



Larry Hatcher



Superintendent Award


Juan Wilkerson



Century Leader/Star Student


Don Jordon

SPELLING BEE - - SCHOOL CONTEST
1st Place





Wanda Washington

2nd Place





Hazel Stewart

3rd Place





Tammy McGriff

4th Place 





Jacqueline Thomas

5th Place





Michael Davis

COUNTY SPELLING BEE
1st Place





Hazel Stewart

DECLAMATION CONTEST -- SCHOOL CONTEST
Prepared - Serious

1st Place 





Jennifer Davis

2nd Place





Sentrellar Garrett

3rd Place





Terrance Herring

Prepared - Humorous

1st Place 





Dale Spencer 

2nd Place 





Mary Dixon

3rd Place 





Ricky Brown

Original - Serious

1st Place





Diane Swain

COUNTY DECLAMATION CONTEST
1st Place





Jennifer Davis








(Prepared - Serious)

1st Place





Dale Spencer








(Prepared - Humorous)

1st Place 





Diane Swain








(Original - Serious)

     At the Award Day Program on Friday, May 23, 1980, a senior, Jacqueline Chester was presented with a plaque for being an outstanding Cheerleader.  She has been cheering for athletes in Havana for ten years -- from the Elementary through High School.  She served as the captain of the Varsity Squad this year.

     Fellow basketball Gladiators honored Coach Earnestine Richardson by presenting her a plaque and a portfolio for her outstanding coaching during the past five years.

    Don Johnson has been offered a scholarship to attend Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University as a chemistry major.  

     The seniors were on the verge of preparing for graduation under the guidance of their sponsors.  The graduation exercises included Baccalaureate Services on May 25th; Reverend E. O. Gilliam, Pastor-Palace A.M.E. Church, Havana, delivered the sermon.  Class Night was held on Wednesday, May 28th, and on May 30th, Commencement was held.  Dr. Walker Smith, President FAMU, was the keynote speaker.

     The following students were awarded diplomas by Mr. Girnelle Bishop, Superintendent of Gadsden County:

CLASS OF 1980

STUDENTS AWARDED ACADEMIC DIPLOMAS

Jordan, Don - Class Valedictorian

Anders, Stefan  -  Class Salutatorian

Chandler, Beverly



Harrrison, Ricky

Chester, Jacqueline



Kenon, Anthony

Dupines, Cedric



Logan, Carolyn

Fagg, Sherry




Mathis, Tracey

Garrett, Sentrellar



McBride, Anna

Garrett, Thelwanda



Norwood, Kathylyn

Peters, Linda




Roberts, Quintin

Robinson, Arnetta



Smith, Sandra

Stewart, Hazel




Williams, Eric

Williams, Patricia



Williams, Shelia

Havana High School

Senior Class Roster

1979 - 1980
 1.  Anderson, John




26.  Daniels, Donald

 2.  Anderson, Wash




27.  Darby, Jacqueline

 3.  Bell, Cotonia





28.  Davis, Alsion

 4.  Black, Cassandra




29.  Davis, Michael

 5.  Bodie, Dorothea




30.  Debron, Jesse

 6.  Bodie, Ingrid





31.  Deshazier, Toby

 7.  Bradwell, Denise




32.  Dillard, Vickie

 8.  Brinson, Vanessa




33.  Douglas, Capers

 9.  Brown, Danny




34.  Dupont, Constance

10.  Brown, Hubert




35.  Durant, Gregory
11.  Byrd, Leon





36.  Ervin, Ester

12.  Browning, Bertha




37.  Forbes, Rosa

13.  Bryant, Gloria




38.  Grant, Raymond

14.  Butler, Deverly




39.  Grant, William

15.  Butler, Lula





40.  Hackley, Cheryl

16.  Byrd, Cora





41.  Hatcher, Larry

17.  Bunion, Eddie




42.  Herring, Michael

18.  Burrough, Betty




43.  Holton, Leola

19.  Caldwell, Sandra




44.  Hunter, Ronnie

20.  Chambers, Christopher



45.  Jackson, Cassandra

21.  Chambers, Shynettia




46.  Jackson, Hezekiah

22.  Chambers, Tracey




47.  Jackson, Karen

23.  Charlton, Leonard




48.  Jackson, Shirley

24.  Colston, Mildred




49.  Jenkins, Ricky

25.  Curry, Diane





50.  Johnson, Elizabeth

51.  Johnson, Henry




73.  Robinson, Malinda

52.  Johnson, Ronnie




74.  Salters, Joylyn

53.  Jones, Early





75.  Scott, Hendra

54.  Jones, Hardin




76.  Simmons, Darrell

55.  Kirby, Wynette




77.  Smith, Jeffery

56.  Knight, Johnnie




78.  Smith, Roderick

57.  Lewis, Victor




79.  Strawter, Clarence

58.  Manuel, Arlene




80.  Strong, Gabriel

59.  McCray, Henry




81.  Swain, Antonio

60.  McCree, Jeanese




82.  Thomas, Antonia

61.  McCree, Shinese




83.  Thomas, Jacqueline

62.  McGill, Anthony




84.  Thomas, Janice

63.  McGriff, Benny




85.  Thomas, Samuel

64.  McGriff, Cheryl




86.  White, Shanna

65.  McGriff, Hattie




87.  Whitfield, Kimberly

66.  Miller, Reginald




88.  Whittle, Douglas

67.  Mock, Kenneth




89.  Wilkerson, Juan

68.  Peters, Johnnie




90.  Williams, Verna

69.  Richardson, Lillie




91.  Worley, Allen

70.  Richardson, Linda




92.  Young, Willie

71.  Robert, George




93.  Zeigler, Linda

72.  Roberts, Steve

     As we close our 1979 -80 school year and Chapter XVIII, we look forward to greater achievements in Chapter XIX during the 1980 - 81 term.







Submitted by:







Mrs. Katie S. Clements







Miss Mary J. Gunn
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